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SENCLAND Chapter 

P.O. Box 15207 

Wilmington, NC 28408 

April 2013 – Editor: Ken Finch (910) 395-5189 
 

COMING EVENTS 

 
April Meeting/Luncheon Program: 

 

Date/Time/Place: Tuesday, 2 April 2013, 1130 hours at the Bluewater Grill, 4 Marine Street, Wrightsville    

  Beach. 

 

Menu: Please choose from the following menu selections when you check in: *Bluewater Fish and Chips   
  *Greek Salad with Roasted Chicken *BBQ Mango Shrimp Wrap with Beans and Rice *Italian Chicken   

  Melt with Pasta Side. $15.00 charge includes entrée, beverage, tax and gratuity. 

 

Program: Our speaker will be Chris Vargo, the Chief of Operations and Maintenance of the Battleship   

  North Carolina. He is ex-USCG and is uniquely positioned to speak to us regarding the new work they have    

  done on  the Battleship, and their plans for the future. It promises to be a very interesting program and  

  you’ll not want to miss hearing about our own national treasure. 

 

Please RSVP to JoAnn Doleman at 910-540-8459 or jdoleman522@gmail.com no later than 28 March  

  2013. 

 

May Meeting/Luncheon Program: 

 

Date/Time/Place: Tuesday, 7 May 2013 at 1130 hours. Island Way Restaurant, 1407 E.Beach Drive, Oak  

  Island. This is a beautiful oceanfront venue. The food is marvelous and the service supreme! We have been   

  there several times now, and every time seems to get better and better. 

 

Menu: A delightful selection of 4 different entrees will be available. An all-inclusive price of $15.00 is  

  payable at the door. 

 

Program: Invited Guest Speaker is COL John Rupkalvis, USA, Commander, Military Ocean Terminal  

  Sunny Point. More speaker information to follow. 

 

Roster Changes.. 

 

Add: LT Hunter D. Adams, USN  (Elizabeth) 36 Carolina Shores Dr.  Carolina Shores, NC 28467 ((910) 

579-7839 

 

Add: LTC Robert S. Cooley, USAR, 3714 Carabos Ct., Wilmington, NC 28412  (910) 584-7389 

 

Add: CPT Regis Serene, USA (Mary Lou) 506 Kelly Rd., Wilmington, NC 28409 (910) 799-5356 

 

Add: 1LT Gary Denton, USA (Mary [Mimi]) 521 Dunganon Blvd, Wilmington, NC 28403 (910) 678-5004 

 

Add: LTC Mary (Mimi) Denton, USA (Gary) 521 Dunganon Blvd, Wilmington, NC 28403 (910) 678-5909 
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Scholarship Donations.. 

 

Perry Campbell                Michael Cooper                                       Haywood Davis                     Vernon Fash   

Mary Farmer                         Robert Foley                                       Harvey Hatchfield            Dick Husemann 

Joseph Martin                         John Noll**                                        Roger Rains                        John Seymour 

Ronald Sortino              Albert Stallings**                                       Jackie Wilson**                 Howard Usher 

Norman Torgersen**            Ken Finch**                                         Elizabeth King                 Martin Beach** 

Gaython Eaton             Melba Williams**                                         Pete Erbe                                 Dale Blade 

Bruce Bowden                   DC Thompson                                         David Foster                    Haywood Davis 
Elizabeth Bradshaw       Muriel Calhound                                         John Lesley                         Irene Wallace 

John Melia                    Gordon Robinson   

** Century Club ($100 or more) 

 

Permanent Name Tags.. 

 

  If you would like a permanent chapter nametag, contact Bob Jones (rjjones@ec.rr.com) or phone 910-508-

3331. Nametags cost $15, payable upon receipt. Let Bob know how you want your tab to read.. 

 

Annual Chapter Dues.. 

 

  Annual chapter dues were due in January ($15 for regular members and $10 for survivors…Please help us 

remain solvent by paying your dues on time using the mail-in form at the end of this newsletter 

 

Army Details Where Sequestration Will Hit Hardest.. 

 

  Army leaders got down to the gritty details of how sequestration will affect the service with examples 

ranging from the reduction of day  care hours to delaying weapons programs to asking soldiers to collect 

trash on post. 

 

  The Army stands to lose the most from its budget mainly because it’s the largest of the services. In 2013, 

the Army budget must be cut by $18 billion. Army leaders said recently that the service will have to make 

drastic cuts across the Army to services, training and operations. The sequestration legislation handcuffs 

Army officials from protecting certain accounts other than pay, operations in Afghanistan and Korea, and the 

Wounded Warrior program. 

 

  Making matters worse for officials will be the furlough that Defense Department civilians must take as part 

of the Pentagon’s cost saving measures. Starting in April, civilians will have to take one unpaid furlough day 

per week until Oct 1 – that’s 13 days for the six month period. We’ll see leaking roofs not being repaired, 

and we’ll see our soldiers collecting garbage on military posts. 

 
 

No More Military Air Shows?? 

 

  Another result of sequestration is the Navy’s plan to cancel Blue Angel air shows 

in at least four cities in the month of April. And, the Navy reports, there’s a good 

chance dozens more shows across the country could get the ax as well, leaving host 

cities facing threats of lost tourism revenue and dwindling ticket sales. 

 

  While the Navy’s Blue Angel’s spring schedule is in doubt, the Air Force’s 
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Thunderbirds and the Army’s Golden Knights skydivers, have cancelled their performances outright. 

Combined, the three teams had booked more than 190 performances just between the spring and fall of this 

year. 

 

  It’s the military, not the politicians, that ensures our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness. It’s the military who salutes the flag, who serves beneath the flag, and whose coffin is 

draped by the flag. 

 

Five US Troops Die in Afghanistan Helo Crash.. 

 

  A helicopter crash in southern Afghanistan has killed five American servicemembers, officials said on 11 

March. The crash brought the total number of U.S. troops killed that day to seven, making it the deadliest 

day for U. S. forces so far this year. Two U.S. special operations forces were gunned down hours earlier in 

an insider attack by an Afghan policeman in eastern Afghanistan.  

 

  The five dead included everyone aboard the UH-60 Black Hawk. A NATO military coalition spokesman 

said in a statement that “initial reports showed no enemy activity in the area at the time.” The cause of the 

crash is under investigation. 

 

Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf Buried at West Point.. 

 

  Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf (Stormin’ Norman), who died in Tampa, FL on 27 December, has been interred 

at the cemetery at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. He graduated from the Point, he was married at 

the Point, and he is now buried at the Point. 

 

  Gen. Schwarzkopf graduated from West Point in 1956 and he later commanded the U.S.led international 

coalition that drove Saddam Hussein’s forces out of Kuwait in 1991. 

   

  He died of complications from pneumonia at age 78. 

 

 

Navy Welcomes First Female Air Wing Commander.. 

 

   Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 3, assigned to the Henry S. Truman Strike Group, welcomed the Navy’s first 

female CVW commander during CVW-3’s change of command ceremony on 4 January. 

 

  During the ceremony, which was conducted at Navy Air Station (NAS) Oceana, VA, Capt Michael S. 

Wallace, commander of ‘Team Battle Axe,’ was relieved by Capt. Sara A. Joyner. “We have an amazing air 

wing and the squadrons make us the lethal fighting force we are,” said Wallace. “The air wing is sharp and 

ready to go. I look forward to watching Joyner lead this team that we built together.” 

 

Did You Know?? 

 

  We American taxpayers are spending about $24 million a year to administer, with a staff of 130 people, the 

Selective Service System. Two House representatives – one a Republican from Colorado and the other a 

Democrat from Oregon say the “DoD has no interest in returning to the draft due to the success of the all-

volunteer force that we have had for many years. We haven’t drafted anyone since 1973. 

   

  Representative Peter DeFazio, D-OR. and Representative Mike Coffman, R-COL. are waging a campaign 

to abolish the Selective Service System. They say the millions of dollars the agency spend each year 

preparing for the unlikely event of returning to the draft is a waste of money. 



 

  To this day, men between the ages of 18 and 25 are required to register for the draft and anyone failing to 

do so can be charged with a felony – although no one has been so charged since 1986. 

 

2012 Military Suicides Hit Record High.. 

 

  Suicides in the U.S. military surged to a record 349 last year, far exceeding American combat deaths in 

Afghanistan, and some private experts are predicting the dark trend will worsen this year. 

 

  The Pentagon has struggled to deal with the suicides, which former Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and 

others have called an epidemic. The problem reflects severe strains on military personnel burdened with 

more than a decade of combat in Afghanistan and Iraq, complicated by anxiety over the prospect of being 

forced out of a shrinking force. 

 

  Pentagon figures obtained recently by the Associated Press show that the 349 suicides among active-duty 

troops last year were up from 301 the year before and exceeded the Pentagon’s own internal projection of 

325. Statistics alone do not explain why troops take their own lives, and the Pentagon’s military and civilian 

leaders have acknowledged that more needs to be done to understand the causes.  

 

Health Hints.. 

 

  Everyone has been advised to ‘drink plenty of water.’ My friend’s cardiologist told him that it is very 

important to drink water at rather specific times. He said that drinking two glasses of water the first thing in 

the morning helps activate internal organs; one glass of water 30 minutes before a meal helps digestion; one 

glass of water before taking a bath or shower helps lower blood pressure; and one glass of water before going 

to bed helps to avoid stroke or heart attack. He also said that water at bed time helps to prevent leg cramps 

while sleeping. 

 

  Many of us who are in our autumn years are probably on an aspirin regimen. Dr. Virend Somers, a 

cardiologist at the Mayo Clinic and lead author of a July 2008 report in the Journal of the American College 

of Cardiology indicates that it is wise to keep Aspirin by the bedside. If, during the night, one awakens with 

pains usually associated with a heart attack, he or she should immediately dissolve two Aspirins in the mouth 

and swallow them with a bit of water – then call 911 and a neighbor or close-by friend or relative and tell 

them you believe you are having a heart attack and that you have called 911 and have taken two Aspirin 

tablets. Then SIT (DO NOT LIE DOWN) by the front door in a chair or sofa, be sure the door is unlocked, 

and wait for the arrival of help. 

 

Officer is 1
st
 Women to Lead Brigade’s Operations.. 

 

  Maj. Sonja Granger Dyer doesn’t like to think of herself as a trailblazer for women in the Army. She just 

likes to think of herself as being good at her job as a soldier. Dyer, 38, is the first woman in Army history to 

serve as an operations officer for a combat brigade, Fort Bliss officials claim. She has been serving in that 

role for the 4
th

 Brigade Combat Team, 1
st
 Armored Division, since last September. 

 

  MG Dana J.H. Pittard, the commander for Fort Bliss and the 1
st
 Armored Division, said “being a brigade 

operations officer is an important job that usually goes to the best major in the unit. The major chosen for 

that job is also considered capable of being a brigade commander in the future,” he said. 

 

Air Force Selects First Female AFA Superintendent.. 

 



The first women to serve as an Air Force Academy cadet wing commander has now been picked to become 

the institution’s first female superintendent.  Maj. Gen. Michelle Johnson was nominated recently to take 

over from Lt. Gen. Mike Gould, the academy’s superintendent since 2009. The nomination – which must 

clear the Senate – could bring her career full circle, all the way from a 1981 graduate to a three-star general 

overseeing her alma mater. 

 

Aid for Relocating Military Pets.. 

 

  SPCA International (SPCAI) has introduced a new program to assist servicemembers and their families 

needing to relocate their pets. Transporting an animal long distances is a complex process that can cost a lot 

of money – and it can be especially difficult for servicemembers and their families, who must foot the bill for 

transporting pets due to frequent relocations. An SPCAI spokesperson reported that “we heard from shelters 

near military bases about the high rates of surrender when military families couldn’t afford the high costs of 

transporting their pets to new duty stations. So, as we witnessed all these things, the idea of a program 

dedicated to this issue began to take shape.” 

 

“Healing Wall Tour”.. 

 

  Chapter 885 (Wilmington) of Vietnam Veterans of America is conducting a fund drive to aid combat 

brothers, in their efforts to reduce the pain and suffering associated with their Vietnam experience. 

 

  The chapter is organizing a ‘Healing Wall Tour,’ to connect brothers with one another and with those they 

lost in Vietnam. Unlike other combat veterans who were honored with ‘welcome home parades’ to thank 

them for their service, these veterans must organize their own tour. 

 

  If the initiative is successful, combat brothers will travel to the Vietnam Memorial on the National Mall in 

Washington, DC to participate in a prayer and remembrance ceremony, where they will honor the dead and 

simultaneously celebrate the service of themselves who survived. 

 

  To donate to this worthy cause visit www.vva885.org or telephone them at 910-762-4288. 

 

Submarine Arsonist Gets 17 Years.. 

 

  A shipyard worker who set fire to rags aboard a nuclear submarine because he wanted to go home was 

sentenced to a little more than 17 years in federal prison recently for the blaze that transformed the vessel 

into a fiery furnace, injured seven people and caused about $450 million in damages. The blaze quickly grew 

into an inferno spewing superheated smoke that billowed from hatches. It took 12 hours and the efforts of 

more than 100 firefighters to save the submarine. Seven people were hurt. 

 

  Casey James Fury also was ordered to pay $400 million in restitution by a judge who weighed his lack of 

criminal record and the severity of the fire before imposing a 205-month prison sentence. 

 

  The 25-year old Fury, formerly of Portsmouth, NH pleaded guilty to setting the May 23 fire while the USS 

Miami was undergoing a 20-month dry dock overhaul at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery. 

 

Personal Donations.. 

 

  According to a recent listing by the Army-Air Force-Navy-Marine Times,  there are at least 73 approved 

charitable organizations that serve, honor and care for the men and women serving in today’s armed forces, 

as well as our nation’s veterans and their families.’ Many of our chapter members probably receive ‘gimmie’ 

appeals from many of them. 
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  Not among them, and according to another and separate investigation, two organizations that reportedly 

spend most of their receipts on fund raising and salaries rather than actually helping veterans or their families 

are ‘Help Hospitalized Veterans’ and ‘Disabled Veterans Foundation’ (NOT to be confused with the 

‘Disabled American Veterans’). 

 

  It is commendable to donate to worthy veterans organizations but be careful not to donate to those that are 

not worthy! 

 

 

PAYMENT OF ANNUAL CHAPTER DUES 

 
   Annual dues are $15 for regular members and $10 for surviving spouses. Please send your dues for 2013 to 

our chapter mailing address at: 

 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) 

PO Box 15207 

Wilmington, NC 28408 

 

  Name: _________________________________________ Email Address: __________________________ 

 

  I am including an additional $ _____________ for the JROTC Scholarship Fund. Names of donors will be 

 published in the newsletter and donors will receive a letter of acknowledgment for tax purposes. 

 

 


